
 

Architectural design competitions are among the most effective 
ways to achieve excellence in building and community design. 
They yield optimal concepts and plans for a given building 
programme, planning or landscape design task. Because they are 
based solely on the quality of proposed solutions, focused on the 
specific needs of a carefully defined project, competitions result 
in high-value solutions of great benefit to end-users, adding to 
the overall quality of life and design excellence in the built 
environment. 

The International Union of Architects (UIA) and the Architects’ 
Council of Europe (ACE) urge policymakers and government 
bodies to include architectural design competitions as a 
recommended procedure in public procurement laws, in order to 
promote enduring, excellent and responsible solutions for 
buildings and communities. 
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